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Ballot for 2006 Dallas Chapter Board

Voting Instructions:  You may vote by mailing the ballot or by bringing it to the meeting. There are six openings on the board and six candidates on the ballot.  You may vote for up to six.  If mailing your ballot, mail it to : 2006 Chapter Ballot /Comments , Dallas ACLU, P.O. Box  703256,  Dallas, TX 75370 

__  Ben Braly                      __  Paul Heller                       __  Chip Pitts 

__  Anne Shuttee              __  Gurvinder singh                __  Carol Wise 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter Comments and Contact Information

The chapter would like to be able to contact you by email or phone.  We do not have access to information you may have provided to the state or national ACLU office.  The chapter would send no more than 1-2 messages per month on issues and activities related directly to the local chapter.

Name:

Email Address:

Phone Number(s):

Comments or Suggestions to Chapter Leaders:

Please separate the ballot, which will be counted separately,  from the contact information and comments.  You may send them in the same envelope to: 2006 Chapter Ballot/Comments,  Dallas ACLU,  P.O. Box  703256,  Dallas, TX 75370

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Dallas  ACLU

P.O. Box  703256

Dallas, TX  75370

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Take Action On Patriot Act Reauthorization

Since you will be receiving this newsletter just as Congress is considering extension of the USA Patriot Act, it is an oportune time to contact Congress and let them know how important it is to make changes that protect civil liberties.  These two sites provide current information and assistance in taking action: 
www.ReformThePatriotAct.org and www.BORDC.org



















Gurvinder singh (iksinghsi@yahoo.com) - current board member





I was born in Ludhiana, Punjab.  It is on the border with Pakistan and India.  Came here at the age of 4 with my parents seeking a better future for myself.  Was only kid in entire school district with a turban, allowing me to cement my beliefs.  Attended college at University of Texas at Dallas, majoring in Telecommunications Engineering.


 


Ran families gasoline shop with mechanical shop and restaurant for a while. Owned and ran a cafe for a few years and a cell phone business.  Am currently working with Keller Williams in the real estate profession in both the commercial and residential aspect.


 


Am the Director for the UNITED SIKHS, a non-profit, non-governmental human development organization.  Has done work in the Katrina/Rita relief and is involved in the rehabilitation of the areas ravaged by the Asian quake.


 


Also am a board member of the DFW Civil Rights Committee, a Civil Rights Coalition for North Texas, a committee of DFW International that links our communities, educates, and shares issues, and supports leaders in America's continuing struggle for justice for all.


 


Would be honored to serve and work on the board with the ACLU and will do all possible to ensure that substantive progress is attained.
























































Carol Wise   (carol@loractechnical.com) – current board member





Received B.S. in Radio/TV Engineering with a Women's Studies emphasis from University of Wisconsin-Platteville. Has worked 20+ years in radio & television and the film industry. Employed by Sony Corporation for nine years in the Broadcast Engineering Department before starting Lorac Technical Services in 2001.  Political activism began with Gov. Howard Dean's campaign for the Democratic Presidential nomination in mid 2003. Traveled to Wisconsin to phone bank and canvass neighborhoods in Madison for Gov. Dean.  Traveled to D.C. to train and act as a lobbyist for Verified Voting at meetings with Hutchison, Cornyn and Burgess staffs.  Marched with 1.2 million pro-choice activists in D.C. Recruited volunteers for the successful Lorraine Raggio judicial campaign in Dallas County.  Attended Camp Casey I & II in support of Cindy Sheehan and the anti-war movement.  Organized the largest candlelight vigil in the metroplex in support of Sheehan and the anti-war movement. Current organizer of the North Dallas Democracy for America group. Current volunteer coordinator for the Larry Jarrett for Dallas County District Attorney campaign. Ms. Wise is married to Steven R. Wise, C.P.A., M.B.A and is busy raising a 16 year old son, Derek Thinschmidt.
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Getting Involved With The ACLU


Paul Heller


Treasurer – ACLU Dallas Chapter


I know it’s been a long time since you heard from the Dallas Chapter of the ACLU.  We are refocusing our efforts and planning for a higher profile in the coming year.  The first activity of the new year is the annual chapter meeting which includes an update on the Patriot Act, introduction of board members and candidates, the board election, and an open member discussion about issues and priorities for the chapter in 2006.  


I hope you will attend the meeting and let us know what you feel the chapter should be doing in the coming year.  There will be an open forum in which you can share your ideas and priorities.  We want you to be personally involved and welcome your help, especially in these areas: 


--> organizing speakers and programs


--> handling requests for information and assistance from the public


--> research and advocacy on local civil liberties issues


--> building membership and participation


If you’re not able to attend the meeting, you may mail in your ballot and also provide your comments and contact information by mail. Instructions are on the last page of this newsletter. While the by-laws do not provide for emailing the ballot, feel free to contact one of the chapter officers at the email addresses shown on page 2.





Chapter President: Mike Howard (mike.c.howard@gmail.com)


Chapter Secretary: Electra Watson  (drwatson_jd@hotmail.com)


Chapter Treasurer: Paul Heller (psheller@comcast.net)





Candidate Biographies


Ben Braly  (bbraly@smu.edu)





I have been a member with the ACLU for five years now, starting when I was a member of the ACLU in North Carolina.  When I moved back to Dallas in 2003 to start law school at SMU I became more involved and active with the Dallas ACLU.  In 2004 I was elected President of the law student ACLU organization and I've held that position since.  As the President of this organization I've organized speaking events dealing with issues like the Death Penalty and the USA PATRIOT Act.  Since the spring of 2004 I've been receiving and responding to intake letters sent by people who want legal help from the ACLU.  My belief is that the Dallas ACLU can best serve North Texas by figuring out a plan to connect with the individual grassroots level ACLU members through conferences or through issues based speeches and meetings.  





Paul Heller (psheller@comcast.net) – current board member





For the past year I have served as treasurer of the Dallas ACLU chapter.  If reelected to the board, I will continue an active leadership role. During 2006, chapter events should bring ACLU members together to hear quality speakers and facilitate discussion and action on pressing civil liberties issues such as the Dallas jails, the Patriot Act, and church/state separation.  We must do more to engage the enormous pool of talent, energy, and yes, outrage, among the 2500 ACLU members in the Dallas area.





After a career in both the public and private sector in engineering, research, teaching, and management, I have both the time and experience to bring the Dallas ACLU chapter into greater prominence as a champion of civil liberties.  I have been an ACLU member and supporter for more than 20 years and treasurer for the Dallas chapter for the past year. I have organized two successful church singles groups, served as President and Board member of a tennis club, serve on a church finance committee, been active in the Dallas Bill of Rights Defense Committee in its successful petition to the Dallas City Council, and volunteer with several local political groups.








Annual Chapter Meeting Information





Annual Chapter Meeting and Election – Dallas ACLU


Wednesday February 8, 2006 


7:00 – 8:30 PM


Southern Methodist University – Florence Hall


Hillcrest Ave. & Daniel Ave.  Dallas, Texas 75275


Please look for signs near the entrance doors of Florence Hall  indicating exact location for the meeting.


The agenda is as follows:


7:00 PM Free Pizza and Beverages


7:15 PM Program Begins


       * Introductions of Board Candidates


       * Collection of Ballots


       * Update on Patriot Act and domestic surveillance by                            Chip Pitts, Board President of Bill of Rights Defense Committee (also candidate for chapter board, see bio later in newsletter)


      * Open Forum on future Dallas ACLU chapter activities


8:15 Meeting ends





Chip Pitts  (chip.pitts@att.net)





Joe Wise (Chip) Pitts III is a Lecturer at Stanford Law School, immediate past Chair of Amnesty International USA, and current Board President of the Bill of Rights Defense Committee (the national organization that worked with the ACLU to help pass almost 400 resolutions against the excesses of the Patriot Act and for protection of Muslim and other rights).  He has been a long-time ACLU member and assisted internationally, nationally, and locally on ACLU projects.  In recent years he has been a member of the ACLU Dallas Advisory Board, on which he currently serves.





Formerly a partner at the world’s largest law firm then Chief Legal Officer of Nokia Inc., Pitts has been a frequent delegate to United Nations human rights conferences and is an active member of various foreign policy groups.  





His writing and commentaries on national security, civil liberties, human rights, and other issues have appeared in numerous national and international publications and broadcast outlets. 


Educated at Tulane, Oxford, Cambridge, and Stanford Law, Pitts has received numerous awards for his pro bono human and civil rights work from local, state, and national bar associations, universities, and nongovernmental organizations, including the Dallas Bar Association’s Pro Bono Volunteer of the Year, the Civil Liberties Coalition’s Civil Libertarian 2004, the Mary Stupp Endowment for Social Justice Distinguished Service Award, the Council on American Islamic Relations Liberty Award, and the Dallas Peace Center's Peacemaker of the Year.





Anne Shuttee  (ashuttee@earthlink.net)





Anne Shuttee was raised in Arlington and is a 1976 graduate of Trinity University and a 1979 graduate of Harvard Law School.  She is a longtime supporter of the ACLU and has worked to provide pro bono professional legal services for low-income members of the community for more than thirty years, first through the Harvard Legal Aid Bureau and more recently through Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas.  She is a senior commercial litigator with Electronic Data Systems Corporation and an active member of the Dallas Bar Association, the Collin County Bar Association, the Plano Bar Association, and the Texas Access to Justice Commission operating committee on pro bono legal services by in-house corporate counsel.  Ms. Shuttee lives in east Dallas and is interested in travel, books, photography, and baseball.
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