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§  552.029.  Right of Access to Certain Information Relating to Inmate of Department of Criminal 
Justice  
 
   Notwithstanding Section 508.313 or 552. 134, the following information about an inmate who is 
confined in a facility operated by or under a contract with the Texas Department of Criminal Justice 
is subject to required disclosure under Section 552.021: 
 
   (1) the inmate's name, identification number, age, birthplace, physical  
   description, or general state of health or the nature of an injury to  
   or critical illness suffered by the inmate;  
 
   (2) the inmate's assigned unit or the date on which the unit received  
   the inmate, unless disclosure of the information would violate federal  
   law relating to the confidentiality of substance abuse treatment;  
 
   (3) the offense for which the inmate was convicted or the judgment and  
   sentence for that offense;  
 
   (4) the county and court in which the inmate was convicted;  
 
   (5) the inmate's earliest or latest possible release dates;  
 
   (6) the inmate's parole date or earliest possible parole date;  
 
   (7) any prior confinement of the inmate by the Texas Department of  
   Criminal Justice or its predecessor; or  
 



   (8) basic information regarding the death of an inmate in custody, an  
   incident involving the use of force, or an alleged crime involving the  
   inmate.   

 
§  552.134.  Exception: Certain Information Relating to Inmate of Department of Criminal Justice  
 
   (a) Except as provided by Subsection (b) or by Section 552.029, information obtained or 
maintained by the Texas Department of Criminal Justice is excepted from the requirements of 
Section 552.021 if it is information about an inmate who is confined in a facility operated by or 
under a contract with the department. 
 
   (b) Subsection (a) does not apply to: 
 
   (1) statistical or other aggregated information relating to inmates  
   confined in one or more facilities operated by or under a contract with  
   the department; or  
 
   (2) information about an inmate sentenced to death.  
 
   (c) This section does not affect whether information is considered confidential or privileged under 
Section 508.313. 
 
   (d) A release of information described by Subsection (a) to an eligible entity, as defined by 
Section 508.313(d), for a purpose related to law enforcement, prosecution, corrections, clemency, or 
treatment is not considered a release of information to the public for purposes of Section 552.007 
and does not waive the right to assert in the future that the information is excepted from required 
disclosure under this section or other law.   
 

 
§  508.313.  Confidential Information  
 
   (a) All information obtained and maintained, including a victim protest letter or other 
correspondence, a victim impact statement, a list of inmates eligible for release on parole, and an 
arrest record of an inmate, is confidential and privileged if the information relates to: 
 
   (1) an inmate of the institutional division subject to release on  
   parole, release to mandatory supervision, or executive clemency;  
 
   (2) a releasee; or  
 
   (3) a person directly identified in any proposed plan of release for an  
   inmate.  
 
   (b) Statistical and general information relating to the parole and mandatory supervision system, 
including the names of releasees and data recorded relating to parole and mandatory supervision 



services, is not confidential or privileged and must be made available for public inspection at any 
reasonable time. 
 
   (c) The department may provide information that is confidential and privileged under Subsection 
(a) to: 
 
   (1) the governor;  
 
   (2) a member of the board;  
 
   (3) the Criminal Justice Policy Council in performing duties of the  
   council under Section 413.017; or  
 
   (4) an eligible entity requesting information for a law enforcement,  
   prosecutorial, correctional, clemency, or treatment purpose.  
 
   (d) In this section, "eligible entity" means: 
 
   (1) a government agency, including the office of a prosecuting  
   attorney;  
 
   (2) an organization with which the department contracts or an  
   organization to which the department provides a grant; or  
 
   (3) an organization to which inmates are referred for services by the  
   department.  
 
   (e) This section does not apply to information relating to a sex offender that is authorized for 
release under Chapter 62, Code of Criminal Procedure. 
 
   (f) This section does not apply to information that is subject to required public disclosure under 
Section 552.029.   
 
 


