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This year marks the 30th anniversary of Banned Books 

Week when Americans and Texans celebrate their right to 
pc_b uf_r rfcw b_kl ucjj njc_qc¢mp lmr, Rfc ?AJS md
Texas pays tribute to this fundamental right --  and the 
First Amendment that safeguards it --  with an 
investigative report on books banned in Texas public 
schools.  This is our 16th annual banned books report:  
Free People Read Freely, Challenged and Banned Books 
in Texas Public Schools, 2011-2012.  We will continue to 

investigate and report so as long as Texas school districts continue banning books. 

 

C_af wc_p ufcl uc amlr_ar ctcpw mlc md rfc qr_rc¬q kmpc rf_l /*... qafmmj bgqrpgarq* uc _qi
ufgaf md rfc dmjjmugle a_rcempgcq ucpc agrcb dmp _ `mmi¬q af_jjclec mp `_lgqfkclr8 npmd_lgrw9 qcvs_j
content or nudity; violence or horror; offensive to religious beliefs; politically, racially, or socially 
offensive; drugs or alcohol. The answers usually involve some or nearly all of these categories. 
Although I continue to be surprised at some of the books that are challenged and the reasons why, I 
am happy to report fewer books were banned last school year. In many cases, those that were 
banned or restricted were in elementary school libraries where their content was considered too 

k_rspc dmp wmslecp afgjbpcl, Rfc `mmiq ucpcl¬r bclgcb rm mjbcp qrsbclrq, 

 

Intellectual freedom ±the freedom to access information and express ideas even if unorthodox 
or unpopular±provides the foundation for Banned Books Week. The ACLU of Texas believes that one 
ncpqml¬q tgcuq qfmsjb lmr emtcpl uf_r mrfcpq k_w pc_b, ?r rfc q_kc rgkc* uc `cjgctc n_pclrq f_tc
the right to limit what their own children read. In the main, however, we are persuaded by the late 
S,Q, Qsnpckc Amspr Hsqrgac Nmrrcp Qrcu_pr ufm upmrc8 ­Aclqmpqfgn pcdjcarq _ qmagcrw¬q j_ai md
amldgbclac gl grqcjd,® Slamltclrgml_j mp kglmpgrw tgcunmglrq _pc _q gknmpr_lr dmp jc_plgle _`msr msp
umpjb _lb gkn_prgle qmagcrw¬q t_jscq _q amltclrgml_j ncpqncargtcq, 

 

Banned Books Week draws attention to the danger that exists when restraints are imposed on 
rfc _t_gj_`gjgrw md gldmpk_rgml gl _ dpcc qmagcrw, Uc dc_rspc rfc qrmpw md ­`mmi rp_ddgaicp® Rmlw Bg_x
ufm rpciicb _apmqq Rcv_q rm ­qkseejc® `_llcb `mmiq glrm ?pgxml_, Kcvga_l-American history and 
culture classes, along with books in the curriculum, were forbidden in Tucson schools following 
passage of a state law that deemed ethnic studies seditious.  

 

Texans we hope you will join with Houston Community College professor Tony Diaz and stand up 
for your Freadom!  

Reflections  
From Terri Burke  
Executive Director  
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Foreward  
By Dotty Griffith  
Public Education Director  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Id rfcpc¬q mlc rfgle rf_r rfc ?AJS gq ilmul dmp* gr¬q dpcc

qnccaf, Rf_r¬q ufw ctcpw d_jj dmp rfc dmp rfc j_qr /4 wc_pq*
the ACLU of Texas has marked Banned Books Week with 
the release of our exclusive report on the state of 
aclqmpqfgn gl msp qr_rc¬q ns`jga qafmmjq, 
 
This report underscores our belief in a society where 
ideas are openly discussed and debated. We believe in 
your right to access information, and the right to make up 

your own mind about what you want to read and about what your school age children read.  
 
Since the inception of Banned Books Week in 1982, sponsored by the American Library 

Association, libraries and bookstores throughout the country have staged local read -ins as part of 
their activities.  

 
Join with us against censorship. Consider holding or attending a Banned Books event, such as a 

read-in during Banned Books Week September 30-Oct. 6. A read-in is simply an event where 
amkkslgrw kck`cpq e_rfcp rm acjc`p_rc _lb pc_b af_jjclecb `mmiq, Wms a_l ­pc_b-gl® _r qafmmj* _
local bookstore, library, or community center. You can even hold a read-in in your home or with your 
`mmi ajs`, Glrcpcqrcb= Amlr_ar sq &eugjjg_kq>_ajsrv,mpe' _lb uc¬jj fcjn, 

 
You may also choose to join with readers from around the world as part of the Virtual Read-In. 

Proclaim the virtues of your favorite banned books by posting videos of you or friends reading 
excerpts on a dedicated YouTube channel. 

 
You may submit a two-minute video reading from a banned or challenged book. Need a title? 

Here is a list of banned literary classics as well as a list of frequently challenged books. Or you may 
be vigilant enough to have video eyewitness accounts of local challenges to post. 

 
Once you have posted your video, please send an e-mail with the subject heading "Link for the 

BBW Virtual Read-In!" to bbw@ala.org with the link to your video. Send the ACLU of Texas a link as 
ucjj rm kcbg_>_ajsrv,mpe, Uc¬jj nmqr wmsp tgbcm ml msp ?AJS md Rcv_q D_ac`mmi n_ec, 

 
Enjoy Banned Books Week by reading a banned book! 

 
Useful Links:  
http://www.bannedbookstx.org/resources/this -years-report  
http://www.bannedbooksweek.org  
http://www.youtube.com/bannedbooksweek  
http://www.ala.org/ala/issuesadvocacy/banned/frequentlychallenged/challengedclassics/index.cfm  

http://www.aclutx.org/reports/bb2k11.pdf
http://www.bannedbookstx.org/resources/this-years-report
http://www.bannedbooksweek.org/
mailto:gwilliams@aclutx.org
http://www.bannedbooksweek.org/
http://www.youtube.com/bannedbooksweek
http://www.ala.org/ala/issuesadvocacy/banned/frequentlychallenged/challengedclassics/index.cfm
http://www.ala.org/ala/issuesadvocacy/banned/frequentlychallenged/21stcenturychallenged/index.cfm
mailto:bbw@ala.org
mailto:media@aclutx.org
http://www.facebook.com/ACLUofTexas
https://www.loopaclu.org/affiliatesupport/CAN/Pages/DIYAffiliates.aspx
http://www.bannedbooksweek.org/
http://www.youtube.com/bannedbooksweek
http://www.ala.org/ala/issuesadvocacy/banned/frequentlychallenged/challengedclassics/index.cfm
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An Overview  

Most often books at the elementary and intermediate level are challenged and banned due to the age appropriateness of 

the content. 

This year marks the 30th anniversary of 

Banned Books Week. Across the country, people 

will hold read -glq md ­amlrp_`_lb® k_rcpg_jq

such as Love and Other Four-Letter Words , The 

Adventures of Super Diaper Baby, and Tess of 

rfc B¬Sp`cptgjjcq(which happens to be over 100 

years old!)  

Rfgq wc_p¬q pcnmpr* ufgaf _aamslrq dmp _`msr

91 percent of the total number of Texas school 

districts, reveals some good news on the reading 

front. Over the past decade we have seen a 

steady decline in the number of books that have 

been challenged and banned, with 2003-04 and 

2006-07 school years seeing a slight spike in 

challenges and bans. 2011-12 shows the lowest 

number of challenges and bans for the decade, 

with 50 challenged and 13 banned.  This is an 

enormous step for Texas and a trend we hope 

will continue in the years to come.  

Subject matters that concerned parents, 

teachers and even a bus driver, included topics 

such as LGBT; teen and race issues; cursing; bad 

behavior; creepy illustrations; and even work by 

Leonardo da Vinci! 

Many of the challenged books, which might 

not have been intended for an elementary reader 

gl rfc dgpqr nj_ac* qsaf _q BA Ngcpqml¬qThe Boy 

Who Couldn't Sleep and Never Had To, or Dan 

Q_lr_r¬qSidekicks, found their way to library 

shelves or classrooms of younger readers. Some 

qafmmjq glbga_rcb rfcw ­pcqrpgarcb® rfcqc `mmiq

from the elementary schools, either moving to a 

higher grade level or restricting only for the 

child whose parents protested its use. Some 

chose to ban the challenged books all together.  
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Banned Books 

Dark Rivers of the Heart , Dean Koontz 

B_qf _lb Jgjw¬q @mmi md B_pcq, Rachel Cohn 

Call me Hope, Gretchen Olson 

Love and Other Four Letter Words, Carolyn Mackler  

Num8ers , Rachel Ward 

Sidekicks, Dan Santat 

10,000 Dresses, Marcus Ewart  

The Adventures of Super Diaper Baby, Dav Pilkey 

Rfc @mw Ufm Amsjbl¬r Qjccn _lb Lctcp F_b Rm, D.C. Pierson 

The Storm in the Barn, Matt Phelan 

Vampires, Jennifer Besel  

When is it Right to Die? Joni Eareckson 
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Restricted Books  

A Farewell to Arms , Ernest Hemmingway 

A Long Way Gone, Ishmael Beah 

Beloved, Toni Morrison  

Bone series, Jeff Smith  

Catcher in the Rye, J.D. Salinger 

Chronicle of a Death Foretold , Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

City of Glass, Cassandra Clare 

Incredible Journey through the Human Body , Nicholas Harris  

Jake Reinvented, Gordon Korman 

Kmjjw¬q D_kgjw, Nancy Garden 

Number the Stars , Lois Lowry 

Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World , Jennifer Armstrong  

Rcqq md rfc b¬Sp`cptgjjcq, Thomas Hardy 

The Awakening, Kate Chopin 

The Kite Runner, Khaled Hosseini 

The Outsiders, S.E. Hinton 

The Princess Diaries, Vol VI: Princess in Training, Meg Cabot 

The Things They Carried, Rgk M¬@pgcl 
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Due Process Before 

Pulling a Book  

 
According to the American Library Association * ­?
challenge is an attempt to remove or restrict 
materials, based upon the objections of a person or 
group.  A banning is the removal of those 
materials.   Challenges do not simply involve a person 
expressing a point of view; rather, they are an 
attempt to remove material from the curriculum or 
library, thereby restricting the access of others.   Due 
to the commitment of librarians, teachers, parents, 
students and other concerned citizens, most 
challenges are unsuccessful and most materials are 
retained in the school curriculum or library 
amjjcargml,® 

The process to ban a book begins when 

someone makes a complaint. Books are almost 

always challenged by a parent or, every so often, 

by a teacher. When a book is challenged, a 

school might ban it, sometimes permanently. 

Fortunately, most districts report they have 

retained the challenged books or have restricted 

the book®s use to a certain age or class level; or 

restricted it only for the child whose parents 

complained.  

The process schools use to respond to a 

parental or community complaint usually 

determines the outcome of a challenge.  It may 

come as a surprise to some that even the most 

prestigious of titles consistently return to the 

banned and challenged books list, even if they 

are more than a half century old.  

In Huffman ISD, J.D. Salinger®s classic 

Catcher in the Rye was challenged for its 

¯profanity, sexual content, nudity, offensiveness, 

and alcohol use° by a parent at Hargrave High 

School . 

In the tradition of Salinger, taboo topics get 

the most parental scrutiny, such as transgender 

issues raised in Marcus Ewart®s 10,000 Dresses. 

Cuero ISD banned the book from French 

Elementary School for its reported ¯politically, 

racially, or socially offensive° content. 

There are generally three ways for school 

districts to evaluate books:  

± By the librarian or principal 

± By the school board 

± By a review committee. 

For the 2011-12 school year, more than half of 

the districts surveyed (59 percent) reported that 

when a book is challenged, it®s reviewed by a 

¯review committee,° a stark difference to last 

year when half of the districts surveyed reported 

that review was an ¯administration only° 

procedure. ¯Administration° and ¯administration 

and other° officials now monopolize the process 

at only 21 percent of schools surveyed for 2011-

2012. 
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10,000 Dresses,  Marcus Ewert   
A young boy named Bailey dreams about 
bpcqqcq, @ca_sqc fc gq _ `mw* fgq n_pclrq bml¬r
want him to think about dresses at all.  Bailey 
meets a friend who supports his dreams, and 
they start making dresses together.  
 
A Farewell to Arms , Ernest Hemmingway 
During WWI, a young American ambulance 
driver serving in the Italian army and an English 
nurse fall in love. They stay devoted to each 
other during the challenges of wartime.  
 
A Long Way Gone, Ishmael Beah 
A memoir of a child soldier in Sierra Leone.   
 
Amelia Rules: The Gym Class System, Jimmy 
Gownley 
?drcp fcp n_pclrq¬ bgtmpac* _l cjckclr_pw qafmmj
girl moves to a new town.  On her first day of 4th 
grade Amelia meets some challenges in gym 
class.   
 
 
 
 

Behind the Secret Window, Nelly S. Toll 
? wmsle egpj¬q kckmgp md fcp afgjbfmmb bspgle
World War II.  Through artwork and text, 
heartbreaking and tragic moments are balanced 
with fantasy and hope.  
 
Beloved, Toni Morrison 
Gl /651 Aglagll_rg* _ dmpkcp qj_tc d_kgjw¬q
experiences and memories reveal the physical, 
emotional, and spiritual devastation wrought by 
slavery, even in freedom.  
 
Bone series, Jeff Smith  
The Bone cousins face many adventures after 
being run out of their hometown.  As they travel 
through different places, they meet new people, 
learn about sacrifice, and enjoy fun times.  

Summaries of Challenged and Banned Books  

Red - banned         Orange = restricted         Black = no action taken  

 

­?jj msp ilmujcbec

has its origins in our 

ncpacnrgmlq,® 

-Leonardo da Vinci  
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Call me Hope, Gretchen Olson 
Hope, a pre-teen who is not treated well by her 
mother, thinks about running away.  Instead, she 
decides to stay home and confront her mom.  
 
Catcher in the Rye, J.D. Salinger 
After being expelled from prep school, young 
Holden Caulfield takes a few days for himself in 
Manhattan.  He looks up people he knows, has 
some new and surprising experiences, bonds 
with his sister, and changes his outlook.  
 
Chronicle of a Death Foretold , Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez 
A murder mystery entangled with love and 
deception.   
 
City of Glass, Cassandra Clare 
Rm q_tc fcp kmrfcp¬q jgdc* Aj_pw pgqiq fcp mul `w
traveling to the City of Glass. She is unwanted in 
the city, but finds an important ally who helps 
her succeed.  
 
Dark Rivers of the Heart , Dean Koontz 
Before he knows it, Spencer Grant finds himself 
on the run and in love with a mysterious woman. 
He is reminded about some moments of his own 
n_qr rf_r amsjb psgl fgk gd fgq lcu clckgcq bml¬r
get to him first.  
 
B_qf _lb Jgjw¬q @mmi md B_pcq, Rachel Cohn 
A love story that begins as a list of dares in a 
notebook on a bookstore shelf.  Lily and Dash 
learn about each other at first only through their 
writing.  Their relationship becomes more 
interesting as they get to know each other in 
person. 

Da Vinci and His Times, Andrew Langley 
A history book about the Renaissance that goes 
into illustrated detail about Leonardo da Vinci, 
his contemporaries, and general life in Europe.  

 

Fade, Lisa McMann 
?drcp r_nngle glrm _ aj_qqk_rc¬q lgefrk_pcq*
Janie is learning about the consequences of 
being a dream catcher.  Learning the truth about 
herself, along with her confusing relationship 
with Cabel, keeps her life in scary suspense.  
 
Fallen Angels , Walter Dean Myers 
A teenager volunteers for the military when his 

dream of attending college falls through. Sent to 
the front lines, Perry comes face -to-face with 
the Viet Cong and the horror of warfare. But 
tgmjclac _lb bc_rf _pcl¬r rfc mljw f_pbqfgnq, ?q
Perry struggles to find virtue in himself and his 
comrades, he questions why black troops are 
given the most dangerous assignments, and why 
the U.S. is there at all.  
 
Hoot, Carl Hiaasen 
Roy and his friends fight to stop the building of a 
pancake house in Coconut Cove, Florida, 
because they want to save a colony of owls that 
lives on the construction site.  
 
G¬k Wmsp Nc_lsr @srrcp @ge @pmrfcp, Selina Alko  
A boy is very excited about becoming a big 
brother, and wonders what his new sibling will 
look like.  
 
Incredible Journey through the Human Body , 
Nicholas Harris  
A journey through the human body, with 
explanations and colorful descriptions of all of 
rfc `mbw¬q qwqrckq, 
 
Jake Reinvented, Gordon Korman 
Jake Garret is a wealthy, athletic, and popular 
new student at Fitzgerald High.  He has his eyes 
on the girlfriend of the quarterback, and the 
other students start to fear Jake as they learn 
his secret.  
  

 

­Wms bml%r f_tc rm `spl

books to destroy a 

culture. Just get 

people to stop reading 

rfck,® 

-Ray Bradbury  
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Katy Perry, Sarah Tieck 
A biography of pop star Katy Perry, this book 
follows her life and the decisions she has made 
in her career.  
 
Love and other Four Letter Words , Carolyn 
Mackler  
Snml fcp n_pclrq¬ qnjgr* /4-year-old Samantha 
Davis must move to Manhattan, where she 
struggles with the changes in her location, her 
parents, and herself.  
 
Marked: A House of Night Novel, P.C. Cast and 
Kristen Cast  
An introduction to vampire Zoey and the House 
of Night, in which she finds friendship, love, and 
adventure.  
 
Kmjjw¬q D_kgjw, Nancy Garden 
Molly is a kindergartner who has two moms.  
When she puts up a drawing of her family, she is 
challenged by another student who tells her that 
a family cannot have a mommy and a mama.  
Molly becomes sensitive to the fact that her 
family is different than others.  
 
More Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark , Alvin 
Schwartz 
A sequel to Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark , a 
collection of spooky, gruesome and sometimes 
funny stories.  
 
Num8ers,  Rachel Ward 
Each time Jem meets a new person, she 
instantaneously knows the date that person will 
die.  When she sees that a bunch of tourists are 
going to die today, she realizes there will be a 
terrorist attack.  

 

Number the Stars , Lois Lowry 
In 1943, a 10-year-old Danish girl learns how to 
be courageous when she helps shelter her 
Jewish friend from the Nazis.  
 
Sheep, Valerie Hobbs 
A sheep herding dog loses his way and finds 
himself in strange places without his family.  He 
finally finds his way to something that feels like 
home. 
 
Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World , Jennifer 
Armstrong  
A true story that follows a team of explorers who 
attempted to cross Antarctica in 1914. Their ship 
gets trapped in ice, and the journey overland to 
safety is very dangerous.  In the end, the leader, 
Ernest Shackleton, brings every man home alive.  
 
Sicko (movie), Michael Moore 
Michael Moore explores the topic of the 
profitable health care industry in the United 
States and how it impacts the under, and 
uninsured.  
 
Sidekicks, Dan Santat 
Superhero Captain Amazing needs a sidekick 
and plans on turning one of his four pets into just 
that. The pets compete for the position because 
each one wants to be the one to help Captain 
Amazing save Metro City.  
 
 

 

­Aclqmpqfgn pcdjcarq _

society's lack of 

amldgbclac gl grqcjd,® 

-US Supreme Court 

Justice  

Potter Stewart  

 
"The books that the 

world calls immoral 

are books that show 

the world its own 

shame."  

-  Oscar Wilde 
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Rcqq md rfc b¬Sp`cptgjjcq,  
Thomas Hardy 
A young peasant woman finds out she is a 
bcqaclb_lr md rfc lm`jc b¬Sp`cptgjjcq d_kgjw,
She leaves home on a journey to learn more 
about her history and finds disappointment, 
rejection, and love.  
 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn , Mark Twain 
Huck Finn goes on a journey down the 
Mississippi River.  He meets interesting, and 
often hilarious, people along the way.   
 
The Adventures of Super Diaper Baby, Dav Pilkey 
After acting out in the cafeteria, George and 
Harold are assigned an essay on good 
citizenship. Instead of writing about their 
superhero, Captain Underpants, they write about 
a new  superhero, Super Diaper Baby and his 
fight against evil Deputy Doo-Doo. 
The Awakening, Kate Chopin  
One woman's desire to find and live fully within 
her true self. Her devotion to that purpose 
causes friction with her friends and family, and 
also conflicts with the dominant values of her 
time.  

 
The Blood-Hungry Spleen, Allan Wolf 
Allan Wolf covers everything from the titular 
spleen to boy parts and girl parts with an 
admirable combination of scientific accuracy and 
poetic abandon. The poems explore the workings 
of our bodies with great animation, enthusiasm, 
and plenty of illustrations.  
 
 
 
 

Rfc @mw Ufm Amsjbl¬r Qjccn _lb Lctcp F_b Rm, 
D.C. Pierson 
Fifteen-year-old Darren spends his time at 
school trying not to be noticed while drawing 
characters for a planned film series. He 
becomes friends with Eric who also has a love 
for drawing and creates a graphic novel series 
rf_r gq qf_ncb `w Cpga¬q glapc_qglejw
hallucinatory sleeplessness.  
 
The Kite Runner, Khaled Hosseini 
Haunted by an act of childhood disloyalty, 
protagonist Amir returns to Afghanistan and 
witnesses many of the injustices perpetrated by 
the Taliban. 
 
The Outsiders, S.E. Hinton 
Ponyboy lives on the fray of regular society. He 
always has to watch out for the Socs, a gang of 
pgaf igbq ufm clhmw `c_rgle sn ­epc_qcpq® jgic
Ponyboy.   
 
The Princess Diaries, Vol VI: Princess in 
Training , Meg Cabot, Seventeen magazine 
Mia begins her sophomore year dreading high 
school life without boyfriend Michael. She 
experiences different situations in school 
ranging from Lily nominating her for president, 
missing her boyfriend, taking care of her 
princess responsibilities, and experiencing her 
sexuality.  
 
The Storm in the Barn, Matt Phelan 
In 1937 Kansas, 11-year-old Jack Clark has his 
good days and bad. He faces different challenges 
and also has to deal with the effects of the Dust 
Bowl, including rising tensions in his small town 
and the spread of a shadowy illness. 
 

 
Any book that helps a child 

to form a habit of reading, to 

make reading one of his 

deep and continuing needs, 

gq emmb dmp fgk,® 

-Maya Angelou 

 
­Rfc pmjc md _ upgrcp gq

not to say what we all 

can say, but what we 

_pc sl_`jc rm q_w,® 

-Anais Nin 
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The Things They Carried* Rgk M¬@pgcl 
The author remembers the past and searches 
for meaning in the details his memories of 
qcptgac gl Tgcrl_k, M¬@pgcl bcqapg`cq gl dsjj
bcr_gj rfc qmjbgcpq¬ amlbgrgmlq _lb cvncpgclacq gl
Vietnam, and  other details of the war.   
 
Things Fall Apart , Chinua Aehebe 
Through the personal story of Okonkwo, the 
book documents the civilized and rich life the 
Igbo lived in Africa before the arrival of 
Europeans and describes the ruinous social and 
cultural consequences of the arrival of European 
missionaries.  
 
This is Just to Say: Poems of Apology and 
Forgiveness, Joyce Sidman 
Mrs. Merz asks her sixth grade class to write 
poems of apology,  and they end up liking their 
poems so much they decide to put them together 
into a book.  The poems were written about 
crushes, overbearing parents, loving and losing 
pets, and more.  
 
 

Tricks , Ellen Hopkins 
Five teens, from different backgrounds find 
themselves in places and situations they never 
could have foreseen. The novel tackles issues 
about survival and how decisions can change 
your life.  
 
Vampires, Jennifer Besel  
This book describes the history and myths of 
vampires, their features, and the portrayal of 
vampires in popular culture.  
 
Water for Elephants , Sara Gruen 
Jacob Jankowski is pushing 90 and living in a 
nursing home, abandoned by his family. As 
Jacob lies in his bed, drifting in and out of sleep, 
the compelling story of his experiences as a 
young man unfolds. 
 
When Is It Right to Die? Joni Eareckson 
Tada has been a quadriplegic since she was 
injured in a diving accident in 1967. This book 
explores the lives of families, the elderly, the 
disabled, and the terminally ill and lets them 
speak about assisted death.  

Over the course of 10 years, 958 books have been challenged, and 304 banned, in Texas schools. Bans have been in 

steady decline since 2007.  
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Aledo ISD 

School: Coder Elementary 

Book:  Hoot, Carl Hiaasen 

Reason cited: Profanity 

Action taken: Retained 

Note: Curse words including ¯damn and 

smartass° are in the book. 

 

Allen ISD 

School: Ereckson Middle School 

Book: The Boy Who Couldn®t Sleep and Never 

Had To, D.C. Pierson 

Reason cited: Profanity; violence or horror; 

drugs or alcohol; sexual content or nudity; not 

appropriate for middle school  

Action taken: Banned  

Note:  It was determined that this book was not 

appropriate for the Middle School age group.  

The committee recommended that it was more 

appropriate for high school.  

 

Axtell ISD 

School: Axtell Middle School  

Book: Tricks , Ellen Hopkins 

Reason cited: Profanity 

Action taken: Unclear  

Note: A bus aide overheard a middle school 

student reading aloud a passage including 

profanity to a younger student.   

 

Bandera ISD 

School: Bandera Middle School 

Book: The Princess Diaries, Vol VI: Princess in 

Training , Meg Cabot/Seventeen magazine 

Reason cited: None provided 

Action Taken: Retained, use restricted  

Note: The magazine has been sent to the high 

school library, therefore we restricted it from 

the middle school library.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Burleson ISD 

School: Centennial High School  

Book: Things Fall Apart , Chinua Aehebe 

Reason cited: Violence or horror; politically, 

racially, or socially offensive; offensive to 

religious sensitivities  

Action Taken: Retained without restriction  

Note: None provided 

School: Clinkscale Elementary  

Book: Molly®s Family, Nancy Garden 

Reason cited: Politically, racially, or socially 

offensive; drugs or alcohol; educational 

suitability of the book  

Action Taken: Restricted  

Note: None provided 

 

School: Hajek Elementary  

Book: The Storm in the Barn, Matt Phelan 

Reason cited: Profanity; violence or horror  

Action Taken: Retained without restriction  

Note: None provided 

 

Calhoun County ISD 

School: Travis Middle School 

Book: When is it Right to Die?, Joni Eareckson 

Reason cited: Offensive to religious belief; 

politically, racially, or socially offensive  

Action Taken: Banned 

Note: Suicide, euthanasia, suffering and mercy  

 

Channelview ISD 

School: Harvey Brown Elementary School 

Book: The Adventures of Super Diaper Baby,  

Dav Pilkey 

Reason cited: Name calling; boycotting testing; 

etc. 

Action Taken: Banned  

Note: None provided 

 

Comal ISD 

School: Rahe-Bulverde Elementary  

Book: Vampires, Jennifer Besel  

Reason cited: Violence or horror  

Action Taken: Banned  

Note: None provided 

 

2011-2012 

Challenged Books by ISD  



16 

 

Conroe ISD 

School: York Junior High School 

Book: Fade, Lisa McMann 

Reason cited: Profanity 

Action Taken: Referred for reconsideration as 

library material  

Note: The reconsideration request was initiated 

by a parent of a student at the school. The 

reconsideration committee has not yet convened 

to review the parent®s request. 

 

Corsicana ISD 

School: Drane Intermediate School  

Book: Behind the Secret Window, Nelly S. Toll 

Reason cited: Profanity; offensive to religious 

sensitivities  

Action Taken: Retained without restriction  

Note: Use of the word ¯goddamn° offended a 

Christian parent.  Use was reviewed and found to 

be in context and appropriate to the content of 

the memoir written by a Holocaust survivor who 

in two instances refers to being called a 

¯goddamn Jew.° 

 

Cuero ISD 

School: French Elementary  

Book: 10,000 Dresses,  Marcus Ewert   

Reason cited: Politically, racially, or socially 

offensive 

Action Taken: Banned 

Note: None provided 

 

School: Cuero Intermediate School 

Book: Water for Elephants , Sara Gruen 

Reason cited: Sexual content or nudity 

Action Taken: Retained 

Note: None provided 

 

Eagle Mountain Saginaw ISD 

School: Eagle Mt. Elementary School 

Book: Katy Perry, Sarah Tieck 

Reason cited: Offensive to religious sensitivities  

Action Taken: Retained without restriction  

Note: None provided 

 

 

 

 

 

Edna ISD 

School: High School 

Book: Sicko (movie), Michael Moore 

Reason cited: Politically, racially, or socially 

offensive; parent felt views were too liberal  

Action Taken: Retained without restriction  

Note: Movie challenged in government 

classroom.  Teacher  also planned to show 

alternative side of issue. Challenge resolved 

informally without appointing committee.  

 

Frisco ISD 

School: Sem Elementary School 

Book: Sheep, Valerie Hobbs 

Reason cited: Profanity 

Action Taken: Decision pending 

Note: Formal paperwork was filed on March 17, 

2012.  A review committee has been formed and 

is in the process of reading the book in question.  

 

School: Cobb Middle School 

Book: Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World , 

Jennifer Armstrong  

Reason cited: Profanity; violence or horror; 

offensive to religious sensitivities; politically, 

racially, or socially offensive; sexual content or 

nudity 

Action Taken: Alternate book allowed  

Note: None provided 

 

School: Cobb Middle School 

Book: Number the Stars , Lois Lowry 

Reason cited: Sexual content or nudity; offensive 

to religious sensitivities; politically, racially, or 

socially offensive; violence or horror  

Action Taken: Alternate book allowed  

Note: None provided 

 

Graham ISD 

School: Crestview Elementary 

Book: Bone series, Jeff Smith  

Reason cited: Not appropriate for age group  

Action Taken: Restricted  

Note: Moved up to junior high school, where 

more copies of the series are needed; book not 

banned from district.  
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Grand Prairie ISD 

School: Moseley Elementary 

Book: The Blood-Hungry Spleen, Allan Wolf 

Reason cited: Sexual content or nudity 

Action Taken: Retained 

Note: The image was a representation not actual 

nudity 

 

School: Moore Elementary  

Book: Incredible Journey through the Human 

Body, Nicholas Harris  

Reason cited: Showing male and female body 

parts  

Action Taken: Use restricted  

Note: None provided 

 

School: Moore Elementary  

Book: Amelia Rules: The Gym Class System, 

Jimmy Gownley 

Reason cited: Offensive for younger children  

Action Taken: Not clear  

Note: None provided 

 

Huffman ISD 

School: Hargrave High School 

Book: The Things They Carried,  Tim O®Brien 

Reason cited: Violence or horror  

Action Taken: Alternate book allowed   

Note: All challenges were made by a parent  

 

School: Hargrave High School  

Book: Tess of the  d®Urbervilles, Thomas Hardy 

Reason cited: Sexual content or nudity 

Action taken: Alternate book allowed  

Note: None provided 

 

School: Hargrave High School 

Book: The Awakening, Kate Chopin 

Reason cited: Sexual content or nudity and 

offensive to religious beliefs  

Action taken: Alternate book allowed  

Note: None provided 

 

School: Hargrave High School 

Book: Beloved, Toni Morrison 

Reason cited: Sexual content or nudity and 

offensive to religious beliefs  

Action taken: Alternate book allowed  

Note: None provided 

School: Hargrave High School 

Book: A Farewell to Arms , Ernest Hemmingway 

Reason cited: Not appropriate for grade level  

Action taken: Alternate book allowed  

Note: None provided 

 

School: Hargrave High School 

Book: A Long Way Gone, Ishmael Beah 

Reason cited: Not appropriate for grade level  

Action taken: Alternate book allowed  

Note: None provided 

 

School: Hargrave High School 

Book: Catcher in the Rye, J.D. Salinger 

Reason cited: Profanity, Sexual content or 

nudity, offensive, alcohol  

Action taken: Alternate book allowed  

Note: None provided 

 

Humble ISD 

School: Bear Branch Elementary  

Book: More Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark , 

Alvin Schwartz 

Reason cited: Parent felt that it was disturbing 

for her son to read  

Action Taken: Decision pending 

Note: Forming a review committee and trying to 

find date for  meeting to discuss the material in 

question 

 

School: Pine Forest Elementary  

Book: Da Vinci and  His Times, Andrew Langley 

Reason cited: Nudity 

Action taken: Retained 

Note: A parent challenged this book. While the 

book was retained, it was documented in the 

child®s library account that his parent did not 

give him permission to access this book.  

 

Joshua ISD 

School: Joshua High School 

Book: Fallen Angels , Walter Dean Myers 

Reason cited: Profanity 

Action Taken: Use restricted and alternate book 

allowed  

Note: None provided 
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Kennendale ISD 

School: R.F. Patterson Elementary  

Book: The Storm in the Barn, Matt Phelan 

Reason cited: Profanity 

Action Taken: Banned 

Note: None provided 

 

Leander ISD 

School:  Wiley Middle School 

Book: Marked: A House of Night Novel, P.C. Cast 

and Kristen Cast 

Reason cited: Profanity and Sexual Content or 

nudity 

Action Taken: Decision pending 

Note: We are in the process of determining our 

next steps.  

 

Linden-Kildare CISD 

School: Mae Luster Stephens Junior High School 

Book: Dark Rivers of the Heart , Dean Koontz 

Reason cited: Profanity 

Action Taken: Banned 

Note: Parent complaint  

 

Mansfield ISD 

School: Mansfield High School 

Book: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Mark 

Twain 

Reason cited: Politically, racially, or socially 

offensive 

Action Taken: Review of challenged material in 

process 

Note: Objectionable aspect of book: ¯the word 

­nigger® over and over° 

 

Nederland ISD 

School: Helena Park Elementary  

Book: Sidekicks, Dan Santat 

Reason cited: Profanity 

Action Taken: Banned  

Note: Language was inappropriate for the ages 

of the students on this campus  

 

 

 

 

 

New Caney ISD 

School: New Caney®s 6th grade campus 

Book: Dash and Lily®s Book of Dares, Rachel 

Cohn 

Reason cited: Profanity and sexual content or 

nudity 

Action Taken: Banned 

Note: None provided 

 

School: Robert Crippen Elementary 

Book: This is Just to Say: Poems of Apology and 

Forgiveness, Joyce Sidman 

Reason cited: Politically, racially, or socially 

offensive 

Action taken: Banned 

Note: Banned because there was a poem about 

suicide 

 

Northside ISD 

School: All Middle and High Schools 

Book: Love and other Four Letter Words , Carolyn 

Mackler  

Reason cited: Sexual content or nudity 

Action Taken: Banned  

Note: Decision made by the district to remove it 

from all middle and high schools  

 

Plano ISD 

School: Mitchell Elementary  

Book: Hope, Gretchen Olson 

Reason cited: Profanity 

Action Taken: Banned 

Note: Suggested title moved to middle school  

 

Richardson ISD  

School: Meadow Junior High 

Book: The Outsiders, S.E. Hinton 

Reason cited: The parent objected to the content 

(suicide, gangs, lack of uplifting content)  

Action Taken: School offered to provide the 

student with alternate reading material. Note: 

The parent chose not to file an official "Request 

for Reconsideration of Instructional Materials," 

which would have resulted in the formation of a 

campus reconsideration committee to review the 

book. 
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Sheldon ISD 

School: Sheldon Early Childhood Academy 

Book:  I®m Your Peanut Butter Big Brother, 

Selina Alko  

Reason cited: Politically, racially, or socially 

offensive 

Action Taken: Retained without restriction  

Note: The committee investigation showed that 

no negative reviews could be found about the 

book or the author.  The book had been in the 

library for the past three years and has been 

checked out 15 times without concerns.  The 

committee recommended that that book remain 

available for checkout. The parent who 

challenged the book was given the option to 

speak to the librarian and help choose books for 

her child or attend library sessions with her 

child and help the child pick out books with 

parental approval.  

 

Spring Branch ISD 

School: Spring Branch Middle School 

Book: Num8ers , Rachel Ward 

Reason cited: Profanity 

Action Taken: Banned 

Note: None provided 

 

Tidehaven ISD 

School: Blessing Elementary  

Book: The Adventures of Super Diaper Baby, Dav 

Pilkey 

Reason cited: Politically, racially, or socially 

offensive; inappropriate language and behavior  

Action Taken: Retained without restriction  

Note: A parent believes that the book is 

inappropriate for lower elementary students. 

The parent met with the principal at Blessing 

Elementary using the informal reconsideration 

procedure listed in board policy on February 10, 

2011. The parent stated that he would be 

researching the book more in -depth before 

deciding to make a formal complaint.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tomball ISD 

School: Tomball High School 

Book: Jake Reinvented, Gordon Korman 

Reason cited: Sexual content or nudity 

Action Taken: Alternate book allowed  

Note: The committee decided to continue using 

the book, but would offer an alternate book if 

necessary. The book has been used for many 

years. The teachers focus on the themes and the 

opportunity for reading  skills development  

 

 

Uplift Education -  North Hills  

School: North Hills High  

Book: Chronicle of a Death Foretold, Gabriel 

Garcia Marquez 

Reason cited: Profanity, sexual content or 

nudity; depiction of women  

Action Taken: Alternate book allowed  

Note: We did not nor do we intend to pull the 

book from our reading list, but we did offer an 

alternative book and assignment.  

 

Westlake Academy 

School: Westlake Academy 

Book: City of Glass, Cassandra Clare 

Reason cited: Implied reference to incest  

Action Taken: Use restricted  

Note: None provided 

 

Wichita Falls ISD 

School: Wichita Falls High School 

Book: The Kite Runner, Khaled Hosseini 

Reason cited: Sexual content or nudity 

Action Taken: Alternate book allowed  

Note: The book was retained as a "choice" book.  

Students will have a choice of four books total in 

an English III pre-AP class.  Teaching 

suggestions were also offered.  



20 

 

T 
ony Diaz is no stranger to battling for 

books and the right to read. The 

Houston Community College (HCC) 

professor and novelist is the founder of 

Nuestra Palabra: Latino Writers Having Their 

Say, and Librotraficantes , or book traffickers, an 

mpe_lgx_rgml rf_r pslq ­`_llcb® qafmmj `mmiq rm

Arizona.  

 The academic activist became a book 

smuggler early this year after he learned that 

Tucson schools had dismantled a popular 

Mexican-American studies program and removed 

Hispanic history books from classrooms, 

including two titles published by the University of 

Fmsqrml¬q ?prc Nđ`jgam Npcqq, Bspgle 0./0 qnpgle

break, Diaz organized a grassroots caravan of 

writers, students and activists to travel from 

Houston to Tucson, trafficking banned books into 

Arizona.  

Ethnic studies ban 

 Ufgjc ?pgxml_¬q _lrg-gkkgep_lr ­n_ncpq*

njc_qc® j_u &Q@ /.5.' gq gld_kmsq* rfc qr_rc¬q

`_l ml crflga qrsbgcq gql¬r _q ucjj-ilmul, ­? jmr

md dmjiq bml¬r ilmu rf_r ?pgxml_ n_qqcb rfgq j_u*®

said Diaz. Under Arizona law (HB 2281) signed by 

Gov. Jan Brewer in 2010, ethnic studies may be 

`_ppcb dpmk rf_r qr_rc¬q ns`jga qafmmjq dmp

dmqrcpgle ­pcqclrkclr® md _lmrfcp p_ac, Rfc

`gjj¬q rcvr bmcq _ddgpk rf_r glqrpsargml _`msr rfc

­fmjma_sqr* _lw mrfcp glqr_lac md eclmagbc* mp rfc

historical oppression of a group of people based 

ml crflgagrw* p_ac mp aj_qq® gq qrgjj _jjmucb, 

­Fcpc gq rfc kglb `meejgle n_pr, Rfc j_u u_q

created to prohibit courses that promote the 

mtcprfpmu md _ emtcplkclr*® q_gb Bg_x* _bbgle

dmp cknf_qgq* ­Jcr rf_r qgli gl,® Gl mrfcp umpbq*

the Arizona law equates ethnic studies with 

promoting revolution.  

Houston Community College professor, writer and activist Tony 
Diaz, addresses the crowd at a Librotraficante event in last March in 
San Antonio, Texas.                                                             

Speaking with Tony Diaz 

By Maida Asofsky and  
Michelle Serrano  

BOOKS 
BATTLING for   

http://www.chron.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news%2Fhouston-texas&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Tucson+school%22
http://www.chron.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news%2Fhouston-texas&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Mexican-American+Studies%22

