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JANE DOE, individually and as parent and
next friend of MARY DOE, a minor;
JOHN DOE, individually and as parent and
next friend of MARY DOE, a minor; and
DR. MEGAN MOONEY

Plaintiffs

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS
353RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT

GREG ABBOTT, sued in his official

capacity as Governor of the State of

Texas; JAIME MASTERS, sued in her

official capacity as Commissioner of the

Texas Department of Family and Protective
Services; and the TEXAS DEPARTMENT

OF FAMILY AND PROTECTIVE SERVICES,

Defendants.
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ORDER GRANTING PLAINTIFFS’ APPLICATION
FOR TEMPORARY INJUNCTION

On this day the Court considered the application by Plaintiffs John and Jane Doe,
individually and as parents and next friends of Plaintiff Mary Doe, a minor, and Dr. Megan
Mooney (collectively, “Plaintiffs”) for a Temporary Injunction (the “Application™), as found in
Plaintiffs’ Petition and Application for Temporary Restraining Order, Temporary Injunction, and
Permanent Injunction, and Request for Declaratory Relief (“Petition”) filed against Defendants
Greg Abbott, in his official capacity as Governor of the State of Texas, Jaime Masters, in her
official capacity as Commissioner of the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services, and

the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (“DFPS”) (collectively, “Defendants”).



Based on the facts set forth in Plaintiffs’ Application, the supporting declarations,
the testimony, the evidence, and the arguments of counsel presented during the March 11, 2022,
hearing on Plaintiffs’ Application, this Court finds sufficient cause to enter a Temporary
Injunction. Plaintiffs state a valid cause of action against each Defendant and have a probable right
to the declaratory and permanent injunctive relief they seek. For the reasons detailed in Plaintiffs’
Application and accompanying evidence, there is a substantial likelihood that Plaintiffs will prevail
after a trial on the merits because the Governor’s directive is ultra vires, beyond the scope of his
authority, and unconstitutional. The improper rulemaking and implementation by Commissioner
“‘Masters and DFPS are similarly void.

The Court further finds that gender-affirming care was not investigated as child
abuse by DFPS until after February 22, 2022. The series of directives and decisions by the
Governor, the Executive Director, and other decision-makers at DFPS, changed the status quo for
transgender children and their families, as well as professionals who offer treatment, throughout
the State of Texas. The Governor’s Directive was given the effect of a new law or new agency
rule, despite no new legislation, regulation or even stated agency policy. Governor Abbott and
Commissioner Masters’ actions violate separation of powers by impermissibly encroaching into
the legislative domain.

It clearly appears to the Court that unless Defendants are immediately enjoined
from enforcing the Governor’s directive and the DFPS rule enforcing that directive, both issued
February 22, 2022, and which make reference to and incorporate Attorney General Paxton’s
Opinion No. KP-0401, Plaintiffs will suffer imminent and irreparable injury. For example, Jane
Doe has already been placed on administrative leave at work and is at risk of losing her job, her

livelihood, and the means of caring for her family. Jane, John and Mary Doe face the imminent



and ongoing deprivation of their constitutional rights and the stigma attached to being the subject
of a child abuse investigation. Mary faces the potential loss of medically necessary care, which if
abruptly discontinued can cause severe and irreparable physical and emotional harms, including
anxiety, depression, and suicidality. If placed on the Child Abuse Registry, Jane Doe would lose
the ability to practice her profession, and both Jane and John Doe would lose their ability to work
with minors and volunteer in their community. Absent intervention by this court, Dr. Mooney
could face civil suit by patients for failing to treat them in accordance with professional standards
and loss of licensure for failing to follow her professional ethics if Defendants’ directives are
enforced. If Defendants’ directives remain in effect, Dr. Mooney will be required to report her
patients who are receiving medically necessary gender-affirming care, in contravention of the code
of ethics governing her profession and the medical needs of her patients. If Dr. Mooney does not
report her patients, she could face immediate criminal prosecution, as set forth in the Governor’s
letter. Defendants’ wrongful actions cannot be remedied by any award of damages or other
adequate remedy at law.

The Temporary Injunction being entered by the Court today maintains the status
quo prior to February 22, 2022, and should remain in effect while this Court, and potentially the
Court of Appeals, and the Supreme Court of Texas, examine the parties’ merits and jurisdictional
arguments.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that, until all issues in this lawsuit are finally and
fully determined, Defendants are immediately enjoined and restrained from enforcing the
Governor’s directive and DFPS rule, both issued February 22, 2022, as well as Attorney General
Paxton’s Opinion No. KP-0401 which they reference and incorporate. This Temporary Injunction

esiems

the following actions by the Defendants: (1) taking any actions against Plaintiffs based on



the Governor’s directive and DFPS rule, both issued F ebruary 22, 2022, as well as Attorney
General Paxton’s Opinion No. KP-0401 which they reference and incorporate; (2) investigating
reports in the State of Texas against any and all persons based solely on alleged child abuse by
persons, providers or organizations in facilitating or providing gender-affirming care to
transgender minors where the only grounds for the purported abuse or neglect are either the
facilitation or provision of gender-affirming medical treatment or the fact that the minors are
transgender, gender transitioning, or receiving or being prescribed gender-affirming medical
treatment; (3) prosecuting or referring for prosecution such reports; and (4) imposing reporting
requirements on persons in the State of Texas who are aware of others who facilitate or provide
gender-affirming care to transgender minors solely based on the fact that the minors are
transgender, gender transitioning, or receiving or being prescribed gender-affirming medical
treatment.

[T IS FURTHER ORDERED that a trial on the merits of this case is July 11, 2022.
The Clerk of the Court is hereby directed to issue a show cause notice to Defendants to appear at

the trial.

The Clerk of the Court shall forthwith on fi limgby-Plaintiffs of the Bond-hereinafiers

WMMMWM, issue a temporary injunction in conformity

with the laws and terms of this Order.

Plaintiffs have previously executed and-fited with the Clerk a bond in conformity
with the law in the amount of $100 dollars, and that bond amount will remain adequate and
effective for this Temporary Injunction.

It is further ORDERED that this Order shall not expire until judgment in this case

is entered or this Case is otherwise dismissed by the Court.



13

-\ (4
Signed this 11th day of March 2022, at 6 ’ 7/?' ? o’clock in Travis County,

Texas.

JUDGE AMY CLARK MEACHUM



