Sample Testimony

Good Evening Council Members. My name is and I am a resident of
district , I have lived in this town for years, and I am here to oppose the
effort to ban abortion in this city.

The ordinance before you today seeks to ban abortion within city limits, makes taking and
administering emergency contraceptive illegal, and makes organizations who support
women’s health criminal organizations. This ordinance is out of step with the vast
majority of Texans and a significant portion of the [people of this city] who think abortion
should be safe and legal.

[Example of a personal story] This is a deeply personal issue for me, for lots of reasons. I
am a woman who is choosing to remain childless, I am a daughter of a woman who has
had four children and became unexpectedly pregnant with me 11 years after her last child
was born and chose to keep me, and I am the granddaughter of a woman who had an
illegal abortion. Each of us, me, my mother, and my grandmother have travelled very
different paths, but we have one thing in common: we have all chosen our destines for
ourselves. And I want to live in a world where my 14-year-old niece has the same freedom
I have had to plan my family and control my destiny.

That connection between the freedom to plan our families and the ability to take control
of our destiny is not an abstract concept. It is very simple, women who live in places with
policies that support women'’s access to the full range of reproductive health care have
higher earnings, are more integrated into the workforce, and are less likely to experience
an extended employment gap then women in areas that do not support abortion access.!
Women who don’t have access to abortion are also more likely to remain in poverty, and
as a result on Medicaid, and are more likely to stay in abusive relationships.ii

Also, banning abortion does not make it magically go away. Before Roe v. Wade, the
number of illegal abortions was estimated to be up to 1.2 million per year.ii For
perspective, there are about 600,000 abortions performed per year now, which means
abortions have been cut in half since Roe v. Wade.

This ordinance is just too extreme for our city and I urge you today to choose to support
women and vote no.
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